
Karen Markus 
 
For the first time in 41 years, when Tahoma School District students go back to school this fall, 

Karen Markus won’t be part of the team that greets them. Karen graduated from Tahoma in 

1968, and was working at the Ravensdale Market when the junior high principal asked whether 

she would be interested in working in transportation to drive Special Education students from 

Maple Valley to Issaquah. 

 

“I said ‘Yes!’ That is how my career with Tahoma started. I loved every day I was able to help all 

the students I worked with to succeed in small ways and big,” Karen said.  

 

She initially worked for the Issaquah School District in their Special Education program, and 

continued in transportation for Tahoma. In 1983, she was hired in the Lake Wilderness 

Elementary Special Education Program, and she continued at LWES for 30 years, also spending 

time as a bus monitor and part-time custodian. In addition, Karen worked at the junior high, 

high school, Shadow Lake, Cedar River and Tahoma Elementary, as a paraeducator in Special 

Education, Behavioral Intervention Specialist program, the Resource program and the EEP 

program, as well as assisting in the nurse’s office. 

 

Karen also had the opportunity to train other paraeducators in how to serve students with 

autism, tube feeding techniques, positioning of students and more.  

 

“I cannot thank Tahoma enough for giving me the best (40-plus years) opportunity/ experience 

of my life by working with such a select group of people and children,” she said, adding that it 

has been extremely rewarding. One of the most exciting things for Karen is when she has the 

chance to see former students she worked with through the years around the community. 

Coworker Sharon Monaco says that Karen was always consistent and had high expectations of 

the students. “She was always willing to show and share what she had learned over her years as 

a para,” Sharon said. “She had a lot of common sense when working with students. ... I thank 

Karen for all she has taught me over the years and the one take away is, ‘Any student can learn, 

and be a productive adult.’"   

Tahoma Elementary Principal Jerry Gaston said that when he first met Karen, they talked and 

realized that when she started her career supporting Tahoma students, he was still in 

elementary school. “That was a consistent joke we’d revisit over the years. Every year, Karen 

would ask “what else can I do to help this student?” Jerry said. “She really did care about each 

individual student, and had a very big heart for making sure we were doing anything possible to 

set them up for success.”  

Coworker Ruthie Mackie said Karen is “real. She is confident and cares for children and staff. 

Karen brings experience not many have had to the table when working with children of special 

needs. She has a natural gift of making kids know they ‘can’ do something.  She teaches 

children and has fun. Kids like her, trust her and grow as individuals” when they are working 

with her, Ruthie said. “She taught me to look at what kids are good at, and to encourage them 

to be better. Every child can learn and be successful. And most of all, have fun doing it.” 

During retirement, Karen plans to enjoy time with her family, friends, animals, reading and 

other leisure activities. 

Karen, we thank you for every moment of the past 41 years you have spent caring for Tahoma 

students. We’re so glad you said “Yes!” that day, and we wish you all the best in retirement! 


